Poverty and Deforestation

surveyed areas have limited alternative economic resources hence reliance on
easily accessible forest resources as their major economic activity for earning a
living. Incomes from forest related activities seem to be stable and double the
agricultural income. Such a situation accelerates deforestation, which reduces
resources available to the society. It is argued in the report that off-farm activities
in the studied areas have been on an increase whose return has complemented
that of farm activities. On the other hand, the introduction of “cost sharing” in
most social services (healthy services, education, etc.), which were previously
offered freely or subsidised by the government, has relatively stretched many
peoples’ little income making them pay for more needs.

The study findings further show that due to over reliance on forest resources
and the pressure exerted on the people from meeting basic needs, deforestation
that occurs around the five major forests studied takes place at an unprecedented
pace. Cutting down of valuable trees either for personal use and/or business
purposes and transportation of charcoal in lorries to Dar es Salaam region was
evident during the conduct of the study. The obvious manifestation of
deforestation suggests that a necessary mechanism needs to be devised to avoid
further impact of deforestation including degradation of the water sources,
accelerated soil erosion, reduced soil moisture and ultimately disappearance of
the coastal belt forests. There is a need for purposeful and deliberate actions to
reduce the negative impact on the forests. It should be noted that the causes of
deforestation around the studied forests are not limited to these geographical
locations only, but they spread to other parts of the country as well.

At another level, a more aggressive stance on energy use in urban Dar-es Salaam
is needed to slow down excessive use of forest products, in particular wood
fuel. More investment in research and related activities on energy is needed to
shift the current estimated 80 per cent reliance on wood fuel. The existing
strategies for curbing abject poverty, and the role of the environment are not
exhaustive largely because of the failure to recognise the direct link between
these two phenomena, and limited human and financial resources.

APPENDIX 1: SUMMARY OF THE PROFILE OF THE STUDIED
FORESTS

This section presents profile of the selected forests whose adjacent villages were
surveyed. These forests have been affected in different ways by invasion by the
surrounding population and others. Analysis given in the rest of sections takes
into account human activities and behaviour of the people living near the forests.

PONGWE FOREST
The Pongwe forest is in Bagamoyo district. It forms one of the most natural
attractions and beauties of Tanzanian vegetation. It harbours several habitats
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including unique features and several water sources. Currently there are several
people with direct access to the forest. The nearest population whose livelihood
is directly connected to the forest is found in Pongwe Msungula village. During
the survey, an attempt was made to know the exact number of people living in
Msungula village, as well as the quality of life, characteristics of their economic
activities and other features.

The first impression noted from this forest is that it is a common resource.
There are several charcoal makers either employed by people from Dar es Salaam,
or self-employed. The village is occupied by several thousands of low-income
people. The Bagamoyo district authority estimates the village to be populated
by 2,800 people. However, observation on the field suggests that actual
population may be far above the stated figure. This is because there are many
people from other parts of the village who are not permanent villagers. The
Pongwe Msungula village is characterised by poor infrastructure and limited
economic activities. Located about 64 kilometres away from the Bagamoyo
district headquarter, it can be reached by road only during the dry season. As a
typical rural village, peasants in Pongwe Msungula use simple farming method
and tools such as hand-hoe and pangas, and also rely on rainfall and natural
fertility of the land. They mainly grow some paddy, maize, some cassava, mangoes
and cashew nuts. Productivity in agriculture is low and inadequate; production
is at the subsistence level than commerce. Most mango and cashew trees in the
villages are old, making them useful for charcoal making.

KONGOWE FOREST

The forest is found in Kibaha district. Although the forest is reserved, it has
been vulnerable to frequent encroachments by people from the surrounding
villages and other nearby areas of Dar es Salaam City and Coast regions. Kongowe
and Mwenda Pole are the two major villages closest to the forest partly engaged
in shifting cultivation for seasonal crops, some cashew nuts, mangoes and oranges.
During interviews it was revealed that one big mango tree could produce up to
100 sacks of charcoal. This implies TShs 100,000 income (practically the local
charcoal vendors get less than the posted figure due to lack of competition)
when sold at the production site or TShs 300,000 when sold in Dar es Salaam
City. The existing marketing problems for cashew nuts and mango-fruits tempt
farmers to cut down the trees for charcoal making. Exhaustion of the existing
cashew nuts and mango trees has forced the farmers and petty traders to encroach
into the Kongowe forest.

KazimzumBwi AND PuGU FORESTS
These two forests extend between Dar es Salaam and Coast Regions. The
Kazimzumbwi, Masanganya and Kisanga Kola villages surround these forests.
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Besides permanent dwellers of these villages, there are other people from distant
villages who also disturb the forests to earn a living. For instance, in 1998 about
300 people from Chanika area invaded the Kazimzumbwi forest for opening
farm-fields and/or searching for forest products such as timber, grass, charcoal
making and building poles. Other activities, which are located in the forest,
include brick making and railways. Like the rest of the other surveyed forests,
limited economic activities and outdated production technologies (in farming
and forest harvesting) have greatly contributed to persistent encroachment in to
and depletion of the forests.

MABWE PANDE FOREST

Mabwe-Pande forest is found in Kinondoni district and it is the only remaining
forest portion of the green belt that once extended from Dar es Salaam to some
other parts of Tanzania. The forest is affected by activities of Goba, Mbezi and
Mabwe Pande villages, which are located 33, 18 and 40 kilometres, respectively,
away from the Kinondoni district headquarters. Most inhabitants in the villages
are of low-income.

Population pressure in Dar es Salaam featured as a factor that contributes to
encroachment into the Mabwe Pande forest to earn income and settlement.
Population size within the three villages has almost doubled within the last ten
years. For instance, Mbezi had 8,162 people in 1988, compared to 16,000
inhabitants in 1998; Mabwe Pande had 1,470 people in 1988 compared to
2,450 in 1998; and Goba had 4,768 people in 1988 as compared to 8,000
people in 1998. Declining soil fertility and struggle for self-employment increases
demand for forest clearing.

Endnotes

1 It is defined as the state in which a person or community has very little money or resources to
cater for their basic needs, high illiteracy level, high mortality rate and limited ability to fight
against the vices.

2 Defined in this study as an act of cutting down or burning trees and/or other vegetative cover
(with little or no replacement) in an area.

3 “Forest” is defined as in Hawthorne (1993) to mean closed woody vegetation, over 8 metres
tall. In this case a “Reserved (gazetted) forest” is an area of forest where the plants and
animals are protected by Tanzanian Laws.

4 In this report the words “low-income” and “poor” are used interchangeably.

5 Also, read Appendix 1

6 The products include charcoal, building poles, timbers, etc.
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